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GENERATL

The Telend of Searemss, also known as Bsel, located off the western coagt of
Eetonda, was Pormerly under the Estonien Republic and coneldered es the main
portion of Saaremsa County, The other portion included the islands of Mubu,
Abrults, and Ruhnu, es well as many smeller islands. The county as & whole wes
divided into 13 dletricte,

The southwest portion of the Island of Sorve is formed into & narrow peninsule or
leg known as Sorve leg to the lslanders, The yeninsula contains two districts,
Anpfkuls end JdmaJja., The district of Anedkula in the northemportion of the penine
sula, contalning en spproximate sres of 103 mquare kilometers 8lso conteine the
narrowest portion of the neck of the peninsuls measuring only 1.8 kilometers at
the village of Ulidive (or UdipHd). At the village of Ansdkula, the peninsula
widens to 4,5 kilometers, A very low ridge of sand and gravel forms the spine of
thls narrow strip in the Ansdkula digtrict, along which runs the Kuresseare-Sorve
rosd on the eastern cosgt, To the west, the ridge gradually levels off between
the rillagesof Keugatooma and Heeste into a limestone formetion which forms a low
wave cut terrace known as Keugetooma Reef, This reef is approximately 20 feet
above sea level, South from the village of Heaste, there is a very low beach
extending down to Lou Gulf. This gulf is somewhat deeper and could accommodate
ships of spproximately 3,000 tons which have to, nevertheless, anchor epproximetely
two miles from shore, Proceeding south from the Lou Gulf to the village of
Keunispdl, there is a low rocky reef, ;1.. Thence  -~uth from the village of
J8maja there ie again a shallow ares extending approximately two miles sesward
feom the shore. The water in thie aree is epproximetely 20 to 30 feet deep. South
Trom Jlmaje to the village of TlrJju there sre sand bars and rocky reefs extending
approximstely one and one half miles from shore and covered by approximately 8 to
10 feet of water. From Tlrju to the tip of the peninsula at SHHre, the coastline
i3 low and the water approximately 20 to 30 feet deep,

At BHdrs; there was 8 Lighthouse used to warn of & rocky reef which extended
sagtitard from SHdre approximately three miles, Proceeding from SHlre north along
the eastern cosst, there is a 30 foot deep harbor at Montu. Generally the water
is desper along the eastern coast and with the exception of the veef at the
southern most porbion, the eagtern coast im clear,
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2, COMMUNICATIONS
25X1

The wain highwey exbtends from the tip of the peninsule at Sorve slong the
eastern coast of the peninsule to the main body of the Island of Kuressaare.
The rosd was constructed of send and gravel lald on & rock bed, A shori portion
of this road located just outside of Kuressaare wes mede of cobblestone, The
smaller rosds located on the peninsula were all of send and gravel construction
but were 1n good conditlon in 194k,  The last road that wes built there to my
knowledge was between the villege of Tiisukula on the western coast to Kaimrli on
the eastern coast., This construction took place in 1936 or 1937. There are no
railroads on the peninsula.

There was & small airfield located Just north of gliivre, This airfield was
approximately one end one half kilometers square and was vuilt by the Soviets
in 1940 or 1941, It had concrete runways; hovever, there were no buildings of
any sort., This airfield wae in good condition in 1941,

3, INDUSTRY :

The main occupatlions on the péninsu‘la were fishing snd farming. The maln crop
wae potatoes, Thers were many small dairies which produced milk products for
export to the UK and Germany.

L, POPULATION

The total population of the peninsuls in 194k was epproximately 6,000, The village
of Anedkuls had between 300 and 400 inhabitents, while the gsecond largest villege
of JimaJs hed epproximately 300 inhabitante. Although therevere rumors that the
Soviets moved the population away from the area after 194%, T know through a
friend of mine that as late as 1951 his wife was etill living in the village of
Vintel,

5, CONSTRUCTION

The houses on the peninsula were almoet entirely of log cabin constructlon
finishéd inside with emooth boards, Roofs were usually of gtraw or kelp although
there were some tin roofs., Each home had its owm well and sewage system.

Ia 1940 the Sowviets: bullt five large blocks of brick berracks each two stories
in height and measuring from 100 to. 150 feet in length by 50 feet in width, These
were located at Meantee, In addition,. th re eight wooden berracks each 100
feat long by 40 feet wide, plus other he Co ,

When the Soviets were forced out of the peninsula in 1941 by the Germens, they
destroyed all of the bulldinge., They attempted to destroy the coagtal guns but
were unsble to do so, During the Germen occupetion, no construction of eny soxrt
took place,

6, VEGETATION

There are several lsrge areas of heavy forest on the peninsula. Otherwise ‘the land
18 low end rolling with soil of a sand and gravel mixture covered with hay fields,
The arsble 1and is spread out in patches around which small villages are located,
Most of the forests sre of pine trees.

[Bvailsble on lokn.at the CTA Map Libraxy ie a hand<dravm map of the Sorve Peninsula

25X1{ on the Island of Saaremse, This mep is drewn from a 1931 published map of
[Emu ‘and has some additional ennotations. To borrow mep - ,
25X1
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